Amen
The rite of marriage is a Divine Service in which God gathers us together in His Name. In the Old Testament we are taught that where God causes His name to dwell there He is present to bless. Note these passages: II Chronicles 6:17-21
Numbers 6: [22] [23] [24] [25] [26] [27] It is in the confidence of the Lord's Name-Father, Son, and Holy Spirit-that we come before Him. "Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth" (Psalm 124:8) . It is in that name that we were baptized (see Matthew 28:19) . It is in the Lord's name that you will live out your life together to His glory. Read Colossians 3:15-17. In light of this passage discuss how the name of the Triune God will shape your life together as husband and wife. Take special note of these elements:
1.
The ruler-ship of the peace of God in your marriage.
2.
The place of the Word and worship of God in your home. (See Romans 12:1-2)
B. Statement of Christian Marriage
We are gathered here in the sight of God and of his Church to witness and bless the joining together of this man and this woman in holy marriage. This is an honorable estate, which God himself has instituted and blessed, and by which he gives us a picture of the very communion of Christ and his bride, the Church. God has both established and sanctified marriage and has promised to bless therein all who love and trust in him and who seek to give him their faithful worship and service, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
The union of husband and wife in heart, body, and mind is intended by God for their mutual joy, for the help and comfort given one another in prosperity and adversity, and, when it is God's will, for the procreation of children and their nurture in the knowledge and love of the Lord. Therefore marriage is not to be entered into inadvisedly or lightly, but reverently, deliberately, and in accordance with the purposes for which it was instituted by God.
These two paragraphs summarize God's design of marriage as well as His intentions for marriage. What marriage is also determines how we are to receive it.
1.
The first paragraph describes marriage as a vocation or calling. It is an estate that has been clothed with honor by our Creator. By His Word He declares marriage to be holy. Read I Timothy 4:1-4 and Hebrews 13:4. How is the holiness of marriage to be guarded?
2.
The explanation to the First Commandment in the Small Catechism tells us that we are "to fear, love, and trust in God above all things." How does this shape our view of marriage?
1. Notice the emphasis on "oneness" in the second paragraph. This oneness is given expression in sexual intercourse, yet it is more than a physical unity; it is also a unity of heart and mind. How will you seek to enhance and guard the oneness of your marriage? How does that oneness also allow for your individuality?
2. Note carefully that marriage according to God's design is built for a twofold purpose:
a. It is intended for the mutual joy of man and woman and the help and comfort which they give one another in prosperity and adversity. (See Genesis 2:18) b. When it is God's will, the procreation of children and their nurture in the Christian faith. C. What does it mean for you "to leave father and mother"?
Ephesians 5:21-33
Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church-for we are members of his body. "For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh." This is a profound mystery-but I am talking about Christ and the church. However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband. (Eph. 5:21-33) A. What does it mean "to submit"? (See Luke 2:51 and I Corinthians 15:28) B. How does the relationship between Christ and His Bride, the Church, shed light on God's intention in the hierarchy which He has created within the marriage bond?
3.
Matthew 19:4-6
[Jesus replied to the Pharisees, "Have you not read that] at the beginning the Creator 'made them male and female,' and said, 'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh'? So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate." A.
Review the First Article of the Apostles' Creed and its Explanation in the Small Catechism. How is our understanding of Creation foundational for a right view of marriage?
The First Article: Creation I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
What does this mean?
I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them. He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life. He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. This is most certainly true.
B.
What does Scripture teach about divorce? (See Malachi 2:16)
D. Declaration of Intent
name , will you have this woman to be your wife, to live with her in holy marriage according to the Word of God? Will you love her, comfort her, honor her, and keep her in sickness and in health and, forsaking all others, be husband to her as long as you both shall live?
I will.
The pastor asks the bride:
name , will you have this man to be your husband, to live with him in holy marriage according to the Word of God? Will you love him., comfort him, honor him, obey him, and keep him in sickness and in health and forsaking all others, be wife to him as long as you both shall live? I will.
1. Marriage is, as we have already noted, an "estate" or "order" created and sustained by God.
What are you saying as you say "I will" in answer to these questions?
